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Section A: Funding Guidance
A.1 Fund Purpose and Beneficiaries
A.1.1 Purpose
To support community and voluntary sector (CVS) engagement within North Lanarkshire’s Fairer Futures Partnership, and to provide support to children, young people and families where there are additional support needs and child poverty.
A.1.2 Fund Objectives
Project activities supported through this fund must provide support to children, young people or families where there is an additional support need, and where there is a risk of child poverty. 
A.1.3 Priority Activities
Activities should:
· Have a focus on early intervention and prevention
· Be flexible and adaptive to the needs of target beneficiaries
· Support families to implement routines & coping strategies which improves emotional dysregulation
Applicants should be able to clearly emphasise how activities can be adapted to meet the specific needs of the attendees. If activities are an extension of current activities, applicants should highlight the ways in which activities have been extended and any additionality to the project.
A.1.4 Priority Needs
The following needs have been identified as priority areas, based on an increase of occurrences:
· Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
· Foetal Alcohol Syndrome Disorder (FASD)
· Sleep support
· Emotional dysregulation
· Peer support for parents/carers of young people with additional support needs
A.1.5 Beneficiary Groups
Activities supported through this fund should support one or both of the following groups:
· Children or young people with a diagnosed or undiagnosed additional support need
· Parents or carers of children or young people with ASN, where there is a risk of child poverty.

A.2 Funding Guidelines
A.2.1 Funding Restrictions
Applicants can apply for up to £5,000 in order to run their project. Projects can be run either linked to the ASN cluster or within the community – this should be clearly indicated in the application. 
The following activities cannot be funded via this funding stream:
· Counselling
· One-to-one intensive supports
A.2.2 Eligible Expenditures
You can apply for funding to cover the following types of expenditure:
· Staffing costs directly relating to project delivery
· Equipment costs directly relating to project delivery
· Staff and volunteer travel expenses relating to deliver projects
· Any other costings relating to project delivery, which are not listed below.
You cannot apply for funding to cover expenditure on the following:
· Loans, endowments or interest
· Electricity generation and feed-in tariff payment
· Political or religious campaigning
· Profit-making/fundraising activities
· Any Value Added Tax (VAT) reclaimable by the Grantee
· Statutory activities
· Overseas travel
Organisations may include organisational overhead costs totalling a maximum of 10% of the application subtotal.
A.2.3 Duration of Project
Projects should be able to provide some reporting data by the end of March 2026. Please note that due to time constraints, we do not expect projects to be finished by this point, but information is required for Scottish Government evaluation.

A.3 Monitoring & Evaluation
Due to the short term nature of this funding, organisations are expected to provide some reporting date by the end of March 2026.
Funded projects will be expected to provide information on the following measures:
· Number of families supported
· Number of parents who feel more confident in their parenting role
· Number of parents reporting improved emotional regulation in their child
· Number of parents with an increased knowledge of local supports 
· Number of families with improved access to income maximisation & financial wellbeing
Projects will be asked to provide a case study as part of their evaluation.

A.4 Applicant Guidance
Any community and voluntary sector organisation serving the people of North Lanarkshire can apply for this fund if they can demonstrate in their application how their project would link with the fund’s purpose, beneficiaries and needs.
Organisations must apply using the fund’s application form.
Applications will be sent to a panel of individuals including representatives from health, education, community learning and development (CLD), NLC’s Tackling Poverty Team, and community and voluntary sector. They will be scored based on how well they meet the needs of the fund and will be discussed at a panel meeting. 
If you have any questions regarding your application, please contact claire.stewart@vanl.co.uk. 
Section B: Background
B.1.1 Fairer Futures Partnerships are a new mechanism implemented by the Scottish Government for delivering whole family support. They involve national and local government and partners working together to take forward locally driven, place-based tests of change to tackle child poverty through whole family support. Since the first phase of the work involving three local authorities, thirteen further local authorities have been announced. North Lanarkshire was announced as a partner in May 2025.
B1.2 North Lanarkshire Council has committed to using their funding to support children, young people and families where there are additional support needs. This work includes an expansion of the Neurodevelopmental Family Support Service housed within North Lanarkshire Carers Together and the expansion of a pilot of parent workshops based within early years institutions. Voluntary Action North Lanarkshire was also given funding from Scottish Government to support and facilitate community and voluntary sector involvement within the Partnership. 
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